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ABSTRACT

Information technology has changed the way information is stored, retrieved and
disseminated. The Internet, particularly WMW, as a new medium of information
storage and delivery, represents a revolution, which would have a lasting impact on
the publishing and information delivery system in the 21% century. The publication of
electronic journals has further brought significant changes in the global information
process and reduces total dependent on the print journals. This article briefly
describes the Guidelines for selecting electronic journals. Broad guidelines for
selecting E-journals are described in the areas related to contents, Pricing ,reliability
and accessibility of licence agreement etc. in conclusion authors have given a set of

issues which a subscriber may consider before selecting a suitable options.
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0 Introduction

An increesngly important function of academic libraries today is to provide of informeation in
electronic formats. Today, libraries are providing eectronic access to a wide variety of
resources, including indexes, full-text aticles and complete journds. Journas play a vitd
role in the didribution of primary information. It was once generdly assumed in academic
area that books were for teaching and journds for research. This was dways a very smpligtic
diginction and is certanly not a true reflection of current practice. The shift in recent years
towards more student- centered learning means that most undergraduate students are required
to use journads as a key resource for extended essays and other assgnments. The number of
scientific publishers who make ther journads available in dectronic form is rapidly growing.

Journal users in the univerdty community are keen to obtan access to these dectronic
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journas. There are various ways in which access to the dectronic journas can be provided to

USErS.

1 Electronic Journal

Electronic journas may be defined very broadly as any journd, magazine, €zine, webzine,
newdetter or type of dectronic serid publication, which is avaladle over the Internet. Within
this broad definition, the titles can be dectronicdly accessed using different technologies
such as the World Wide Web (WWW), gopher, ftp, telnet, emall or listserv. Of course,
virtudly dl-modern dectronic journads are modlly avalable via the Web. In order to be
incduded in the E-Journa collection an dectronic journd must be avalable via the World
Wide Web and mugt fdl within the guidelines presented below. These guiddines are not
presented in order of importance and it is the respongbility of the subject specidigts to apply
them in an appropriate manner. Not al guiddines gpply to dl titles.

2 Content Related Guiddlines

?? Full Text of the current issue should be available directly from the web page.

3

Full text of some or dl-back issues should be available directly from the web page.

?? Subject content should support the curriculum, and/or faculty and student research,
and/or locd interests.

?? Articles should be peer reviewed or be reviewed by an academic ingtitution or an
organization with an established scholarly reputation publishing the journd.

?? Articles should bein English or ancther language that is appropriate for the
curriculum or the discipline.

?? Anticipated use of the title should be high and within the discipline that the e-Journd
supports.

?? Levd of Content should be appropriate for the anticipated audience.

?? Content of the e-journd should complement or enhance the paper verson of thetitle

if apaper verson exists.

?? Publisher or vendor should provide reliable archiving of back issues.



3 Pricing and licensing related guidelines

The Internet and eectronic publishing developments provide an opportunity for publishers to
re-think how they ‘packege and disseminate scholarly information and explore new pricing
and charging models. It dso offers opportunities to broaden the nature and functiondity of
the journd, for example, through linkages to relaed information and the incluson of
multimedia festures. In congdering how to price ejournds, publishers naurdly wish to
maintain their exiging pogtion in the market and the revenues they have come to expect from
print sales. Indeed, a number would see it as an opportunity to increase revenue through the
new functiondity that the eectronic journd may be able to offer and the bundling of print
and dectronic versons. Many will wish to recover the investment they have made in recent
yearsin developing eectronic versons of ther journdsfor users.

However, the economic climate does not dlow for opportunities for dgnificant revenue
increases for publishers. Libraries continue to experience severe budget redtrictions and face
a crisgs with regard to the maintenance of their journa collections. Additiondly, libraries are
often not ready to acquire the eectronic only versons of titles and cancd print, a least until
progress has been made with regard to long term archiving. Libraries are dso making known
to publishers their requirements with regard to e-journals. ownership of data how they would
like to use the eectronic information

3.1 Pricing modelsin use
Wha ae some of the models being used by publishers for pricing eectronic journas?
The most common by used are:

?? print and eectronic combined — a one price. Here the price for the eectronic verson s
not shown separately and electronic is not available separately.

?? Print and eectronic combined — but with a visble surcharge for the eectronic verson for
example 10%, 20% . It isoptiona whether the dectronic verson istaken.

?? The dectronic verson available on its own often at the same price as the print or possble
at alower price.

?? Pricing for consortia. Library consortia are growing worldwide and increasingly approach
journa publishers for consortia based pricing for e-journa access for ther members. A
number of mgor publishers have developed consortia pricing policies. Whilst for some
the policy may farly edablished for many the pricing for consortia is negotiated
individualy and agreements may be unique to a specific.

Today access to electronic information has to be licensed rather than purchased. Licensees
have to negatiate with individud publishersinformation owners directly as the unifying
agents or aggregators have yet to fully transform their services into the new environment.

Neither partly information vendor nor information purchaser is used to this new scenario



resulting in frugtration and time consuming discussions and negotiations around the terms of

electronic content licensng.

3.2 Licence Agreement

The degree of access to and use permitted of an eectronic journa depends heavily on the
terms and conditions negotiated in the licence for that specific product. when a copyright
owner sends a licence agreement it should be kept in mind that heis actudly sending an
invitation to negotiate the terms and conditions under which the product can be used. Most of
the licences are written by lawyers and the technical language used puts many librarians off
reading it. However it isimportant to understand whet is being agreed to.

Generdly alicence agreement conssts of clausesthat ded with:
The parties

Recitds

Interpretation of the Agreement
Definitions

Choice of law

The agreement

The rights granted under the licence
Usage redtrictions

Term and Termination

Delivery and Accessto the Licensed Materids
Licence Fee

Licenseg' s (Library) Undertakings
Implementation and Evauation
Warranties Undertakings Indemnities
Force Mgeure

Assgnment

Notices

Dispute Settlement

Schedules

Signatures

33 I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I IS



Licendng agreement and copyright permits use of e-journa articles for interlibrary loan and

electronic resarves.

4 Functionality related Guidelines

These guiddines are for deciding on how to access dectronic journds. Different publishers
have different policies when it comes to providing access to eectronic journds. Some
publishers are willing to provide libraries with both bibliographic information and full text
for loca dorage. This is done ether by regulaly sending CD-ROMs to the library or by
making the maerid avalable via an FTP archive from which a library can download the
files Some publishers have their own dtes a which end-users can access both bibliographic
information and full text. In this type of access publisher gives the user a user name and
password. An other possible way to provide access to dectronic journds is through the web
dte of an intermediary.

Another way to provide end — users with access to dectronic journds is by including links in
the library catdogue. These links are added to the journa description. In most cases a link
brings the user to the list of issues of the journd that are eectronicaly avalable on a dte of a
publisher or intermediary. Access is thus provided a the level of the journd. This solution is
of course only possible when the OPAC of alibrary has aweb interface.

?7? Interfaceisfriendly.
?? Articles have hypertext links to additionad data, e-mail addresses, full text of materid
cited, etc.

?? Site providesindexing or other types of subject accessto the journal’ s content.

5 Technical related Guidelines
?? Printing and downloading are available and easy to do.
?? Software needed to view the title contents is commonly used and available free of
charge.
?? For titles with restricted access accessis controlled by 1P address or by 1P address and
apassword that can be published in Mariner.
?? Access sarver isreliable and stable.

?? Currently recommended formats are PDF and HTML.

6 Conclusion

All providers are looking a ways to add vaue to their products, whether they are the
publisher of the content or the aggregator offering enhanced access. Publishers are speaking
about adding links for color images (not practicd in print journds), multimedia and expanded
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Web gdtes with a community focus. Three of the four subscription agents offer an index to a
broad number of journds, with document delivery complementing fulltext online. Libraries
will need to determine which approach will best suit ther needs In reviewing the
posshilities, libraries may wish to condder the following questions, as they examine ther
options.

1.How use friendly is the search engine? Does it provide for a basc and advanced levd of
searching? Does it index a the fulltext levd or the header data (bibliographic and
abstracts)?

2. Is there a way to narrow the search to those titles which are held by the library and does it
indicate if the title is in a print and/or eectronic format? Is a link to library holdings
important and how will that work for your inditution?

3. Are you intending to replace your print with the dectronic verson and is archiving a
consderation?

4\What is the match between the titles, which are offered, and those that would best fit the
needs of your users?

5. Are you looking for a large index to many titles, with accompanying document delivery
(horizontal solution) or increased access to sdlected fidlds with additiond source materia
included (vertica solution)?

6.What provison has been made for security (IP addresses or passwords) and how does that
fit your environmert?

The scholarly journa as we know it has been around for over 300 years and in thistime it has
bardy changed. Now arevolution may be happening in the way scholarly communication is
carried out, using the Internet. Electronic journa's open up many exciting opportunities and
potentia for academic libraries dso. They possess many advantages and a so disadvantages.
Librarians need to be able to identify and balance the factors that would make electronic
journas asuccess or falure in ther libraries.
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