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e-journal consortium to give fresh lmpetus to varsity researcn
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Kozhikode, May 31: Giv-
ing a fresh impetus to the
research activities in univ-
ersities, UGC-Infonet, a con-
sortium of ejournals, has
become operational in four
universities in the State.

The purpose of the e-jou-
rnal consortium is to prov-
ide access to scholarly liter-
ature in all streams of lear-
ning, including Arts and
Humanities, and to incre-
ase the resources and data
available to the universit-
ies for research and teach-
ing.

The project is being exe-
cuted by the Ahmedabad-
based Information and Lib-

rary Network Centre (Infli-
bnet), an autonomous inter-
university centre of the
UGC.

CUSAT, Kerala and Mah-
atma Gandhi universities
have put up separate comp-
uter labs for accessing the
e-journals. Though the Info-
net access is ready in Cali-
cut University, preparati-
ons on establishing a comp-
uter lab to make it open for
the academia are yet to be
completed.

“Access to the e-journal
consortium is made via int-
ernet protocol address and
all member-universities of
the project have put up sep-
arate computer terminals
for using the facility,” said

Inflibnet . ‘senior scientist
Manoj Kumar K.

Training has been impa-
rted to library profession-
als as wells as academici-
ans in the use of e-journals
and other learning progra-
mmes put forth by the UGC.

The consortium would
provide the best current
and archival periodical lite-
rature from all over the
world to the academic com-
munity. Besides, it would
also go a long way in reduc-
ing the severe shortage of
periodicals faced by librar-
jes. As many as 3,000 e-jou-
rnals, many of them from
international  publishers,
are available in the consor-
tium.

CUSAT librarian Dr M.D.
Baby, who is also member
of the Inflibnet governing
council, said the academic
community in the univers-
ity has plunged into the Inf-
onet for data mining.

According to sources, in
the second phase, the facil-

ity would be extended to sel- .

ected colleges also,
Apart from the e-
journals, the Infonet would

make available on-line
union catalogue of serials,
theses, dissertations,
books, monographs and

non-book materials (manu-
scripts, multimedia, audio-
visual and computer data)
in various libraries.

“The academic commurn-

ity of the state is looking
forward to get identified in
the UGC-Infonet and e-jour-
nal consortia programmes.
Accordingly, the Inflibnet
has given due priority and
enveloped all the universit-
ies in the State with adeg-
uate bandwidth to start
with,” said Inflibnet direc-
tor Dr T.A.V. Murthy.

Dr Murthy said his instit-
ution is looking forward to
have more collaborative
ventures with leading acad-
emic institutions in Kerala.

A few weeks back, Infli-
bnet senior scientist K.
Manoj Kumar and a team of
professionals had given tra-
ining to library profession-
als in using e-journals.



