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Introduction:

Indigenous knowledge, encompassing the cultural practices and way of life of indigenous
communities worldwide, serves as a vital reflection of their history and identity. Transmitted
orally across generations, it focuses on practical aspects of daily livelihoods rather than abstract
concepts.

Through mediums like tales, songs, dances, manuscripts, and artworks, indigenous communities
perpetuate their knowledge.

Libraries and archives, traditionally guardians of cultural heritage, have a responsibility to collect,
preserve, and disseminate this knowledge.

Historically, these repositories mainly contained depictions of indigenous peoples by non-
indigenous observers. Given its significance, indigenous knowledge should be a central focus of
library collections, ensuring its preservation and accessibility for development endeavours.




Indigenous Knowledge

Indigenous knowledge refers to the cumulative body of knowledge, practices and beliefs
developed by indigenous people over generations through direct interaction with
environment and cultural traditions.

According to Marie Battiste (2005) Indigenous knowledge embodies a web of relationships
within a specific ecological context; contains linguistic categories, rules, and relationships
unique to each knowledge system; has localized content and meaning; has established
customs with respect to acquiring and sharing of knowledge and implies responsibilities for
possessing various kinds of knowledge.

IK comprises of many parts ranging from culture, religion, mythologies, economy,
governance, medicine, and agriculture to taboos, poetry, art and crafts and many more. It 1s
often related to oral history, oral archives and oral tradition




Objectives of the study

To find out the awareness & preservation of IK among the college libraries of Assam
To know the types of IK that procured by the college libraries.

To find out the initiatives taken by the college libraries to collect the IK.

To assess the Authority’s participation to preserve the IK.

To know how the IK make accessible to the users.

To examine the policies adopted by libraries to collect IK.

To investigate the challenges in preservation of and accessibility to IK.




Methodology

* Data is collected via the questionnaire technique. The college libraries of
. Assam were surveyed using a structured questionnaire to collect data

regarding the use of library resources for indigenous knowledge and the
provision of access to IK by patrons of college libraries. Email and
WhatsApp were used to distribute the questionnaire. The distributed

questionnaire yielded a total of 52 responses, which were analyzed using MS-
Excel:
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Do you possess any resources on IK within your
library?
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In what ways are resources made available for library

users to access?
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Does the library has any policy for collecting IK?
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Challenges encountered by the library staff to work
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Finding and discussion

Objective-1: To find out the awareness & preservation of 1K among the college libraries of Assam

The analysis shows that most of the college librarians are aware about indigenous

knowledge. 45 librarians out of 52 are aware about IK which is a good sign. It will surely
help to preserve IK system.

Objective-2 To know the types of IK that procured by the college libraries.

The college libraries in Assam have a range of indigenous resources including Sanchipat and
Tulapat manuscripts, handwritten documents, inscriptions, and artifacts. 24 libraries have
Sanchipat collections, 3 have Tulapat, 7 have handwritten documents, 1 has an inscription,
and 3 have artifacts. Additionally, 13 libraries have other indigenous resources like
handloom and traditional items from the local community, with manuscripts often obtained
from Namghars and rural households
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Objective-3 To find out the initiatives taken by the college Ilibraries to collect the IK.

42.30% of the population are actively involved in collecting indigenous knowledge (IK) resources
within their communities. They organize awareness programs, seminars, and wotkshops on IK,
inviting expetts to decode ancient scripts of manuscripts, thus dlssemmatmg hidden knowledge
Additionally, 26.90% of colleges have digitized manusctipts, a significant step in preserving IK.
Furthermore, two libraries have collaborated with indigenous organizations, indicating a growing
recognition of the importance of preserving indigenous resources.

Objective-4 To assess the Authority’s participation to preserve the IK.

Majority of the libraries don’t have any separate policy for collection of IK resources. 33 libraries
out of the total population responded that their authorities are taking initiatives towards gathering
and safeguarding IK resources. They organize vatious awareness programme and seminars with the
collaboration of their authorities. They mainly focused on preserving manuscripts and rare books.
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Objective-5 To know how the IK make accessible to the users.

In 24 libraries indigenous resources are kept for display purpose only. Only two libraries allowed the items for
issue and 10 (19.60%) libraries allowed for borrowing within the campus. Libraries who have digitized their
resources, they put it in the institutional repositories of their parent organization. 14 libraries (26.90%) have
done the digitization initiatives. 28.80% libraries have not any steps for IK resources.

Objective-6 7o investigate the challenges in preservation of and accessibility to IK.

Libraries are facing various problems while preserving IK resources. 42 (82.70%) libraries have lack of funding
and resources. 59.6% have responded that there is a limited access of authentic indigenous materials. 14 libraries
have lack of digital devices for digitize the IK resources. 30.80% libraries are facing ditficulties due to varied
structure of IK. Other than that 49 (94.20%) library staffs are not trained for properly to handle indigenous
resources. Only three libraries the staff got training for this. Training is very much essential for

the collection, preservation, and dissemination of information related to indigenous knowledge.




Recommendation

Community engagement

Interest from the parent organization
Interest of the government
Collaboration with IK community
Documentation

Digitization of resources

Staff Training




Conclusion

* Preserving indigenous knowledge (IK) is crucial for maintaining social identity and
understanding cultural heritage. IK exists in vatious forms like manuscripts oral

. traditions, and ancient inscriptions, embodying a rich history. In today's digital age,

there ate both challenges and oppottunities for preserving IK. While digital
resources are increasingly popular, much of IK remains in printed or
undocumented forms. Workshops and seminars led by experts play a key role in
raising awareness and translating ancient texts for wider accessibility. Both library
and information science (LIS) professionals and society at large have a responsibility
to ensure the preservation and accessibility of IK in both print and digital formats.
In future govt. can also make some policies so that indigenous resources can be
collected easily for preservation purpose and digitization steps can be carried out in
large scale
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