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Introduction

The study focuses on the digitization of manuscripts as a measure to meet
sustainability Development Goal in college libraries of Kamrup and
Kamrup (M) districts.

It aims to explore the benefits and challenges of digitizing manuscripts and
how it can contribute to the preservation and accessibility of valuable
literary, Cultural and historical resources.

By digitizing manuscripts, college libraries can reduce the need for
physical storage space, minimize the risk of damage or loss, and provide
wider access.



Introduction

SDGs are a set of 17 objectives for 2030 defined
by the United Nations in 2015

Preservation and
manuscripts and documentary heritage has a
strong impact on ac
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Introduction

SDG 11.4 - to protect the cultural and natural heritage of the
world

have a strong connection with the preservation,
conservation and access to the rare documentary heritage
of the world.

All these has a strong linkage with the preservation and
conservation of manuscripts because the rare manuscripts
are treated as one of the sources of cultural heritage. Thus,
the preservation and access to the rare manuscripts and
documentary heritage can play a vital role in advancing
multiple Sustainable Development Goals of the UN.



Statement of the Problem

 The problem addressed iIn this study Is the Status of
digitization of manuscript collections in college libraries
of Kamrup and Kamrup (M) districts.

 The Challenges faced by the College librarian during
digitization and to provide access.



Methodology

Preliminary Survey:

A survey was conducted regarding availability of manuscript in
the college libraries of provincialised colleges situated in
Kamrup and Kamrup (M) districts through personal contact,
library websites and SSR submitted to NAAC.

Final Survey:

The libraries those have manuscripts in their collection have
been surveyed using an online questionnaire. A purposive
sampling method is used for selecting the sample. The
collected relevant data are tabulated and analyzed accordingly.



Objectives of the Study

* Revealing Availability :

The study aims to determine the extent of manuscript
collections available in college libraries in Kamrup and
Kamrup (M) districts.

« Assessing Digitization Status:

The study also aims to assess the current status of digitization
efforts for these manuscript collections.
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Scope and Limitation

Scope

The study focuses on the digitization of manuscripts in college
libraries located in Kamrup and Kamrup (M) districts.

Limitation
The researchers rely on data collected from the respective
college librarians through a survey.



Preservation:  Digitization  ensures the long-term
preservation of valuable manuscripts by reducing physical
handling and exposure to environmental factors.

Accessibility: Digitized manuscripts can be easily accessed
by researchers, scholars, and students from anywhere in the
world, eliminating the need for physical visits to the library.

Research: Digitization ~ enables  advanced  search
capabilities, making it easier to find specific information
within manuscripts and facilitating research and analysis.



Digitization of Manuscripts contd...

« Minimization of Loss and Damage : By digitizing
manuscripts, the risk of loss or damage due to natural
disasters, theft, or mishandling is significantly reduced.

« Economical Solutions: Digitization eliminates the need for
costly physical storage and maintenance of manuscripts,
providing a more cost-effective solution for libraries.

« Multipurpose Use: Digitized manuscripts can be used for
various purposes, Including exhibitions, publications, and
educational materials, maximizing their value and Impact.



Approach Towards Sustainability

Value of Digitization

Preservation: Digitization ensures the long-term preservation of
manuscripts by reducing physical handling and exposure to
environmental factors.

Accessibility: Digitized manuscripts can be accessed remotely,
allowing a wider audience to explore and study them.

Searchability: Digital platforms enable keyword searches, making it
easier to locate specific information within manuscripts.

Collaboration:  Digitization  facilitates  collaboration  among
researchers, scholars, and Institutions by providing a centralized
platform for sharing and analyzing manuscripts.
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The study conducted in the college libraries of Kamrup and Kamrup
(M) districts revealed the following key findings:

1) Number of College Libraries having Manuscripts:
9 (7+2) out of 47 (26+21) (19.15%)
2) Numbers and Types of Manuscripts:
Sanchipat (58(45.31%)) and Paper 70(54.69%)); Total: 128
3) Status of Digitization:
Digitized: 5 libraries out of 9 libraries (55.56%)
4) Digital Access Given: 3 Libraries
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Challenges:

It is well-known that metadata plays a vital role in organizing and
providing contextual information about manuscripts. However, the
college librarians have faced some challenges in generating
Metadata of manuscript which is a prime issue related to
digitization of manuscript.

1) The script and language of age old manuscripts are very
difficult to read, which needs specific skill.
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Findings

« Challenges: contd...

2) As such, the specific metadata elements including authorship,
title, subject, date, etc are essential for a metadata, but in case
of manuscripts available in the college libraries, these elements
could not be indentified properly.

3) Another challenge is incompleteness. Generally a manuscript
IS a collection of numbers of folios. Missing of some folios
from a particular manuscript creates problem in generating
metadata.
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Implications for Further Study

Digitization of Manuscript as an Approach Towards Sustainability

« User Experience: Investigate the impact of digitization on user
experience and engagement with digitized manuscripts.

« Metadata Standards: Explore the development of standardized
metadata guidelines for digitized manuscripts.

* Preservation Methods: Research Innovative preservation
methods for digitized manuscripts to ensure their long-term
sustainability.



Conclusion

Key Points

 Digitization of manuscripts is a sustainable approach for college
libraries in Kamrup and Kamrup (M) districts.

« It allows for preservation of delicate manuscripts while providing
easy access to students, researchers and faculty members.

 Digitized collections can be shared online, expanding their reach
and promoting knowledge dissemination.



Conclusion contd...

Significance of Digitization

Sustainability: Digitization reduces the need for physical storage
space and minimizes the risk of damage or loss to valuable
manuscripts.

Accessibility: Digitized collections can be accessed remotely,
enabling wider participation in research and learning.

Preservation: By digitizing manuscripts, we ensure their long-
term preservation and protect them from natural disasters or
deterioration.
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