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Abstract

This paper presents an altmetrics evaluation of scholarly publications of Anna University published
during 2011-2016, and indexed in Web of Science (WoS) database. A total of 5056 publications, i.e.
only articles with a total of 25850 citations was collected. The other types of published materials
such as reviews, book chapters, editorial materials, and proceedings papers have not been consid-
ered for this study. Among those 5056 publications, only 4306 (85.17%) publications which were
found to have DOI were considered for this study. Webometric Analyst 2.0 software was used to
retrieve the altmetrics data from Altmetric.com for those 4306 articles by fetching queries of 4306
DOIs. It was found that only 361 publications were having altmetrics data as per the data retrieved
from Altmetric.com which includes online readership / posts / attentions / mentions, etc. Further, this
paper presents the year-wise growth of publications and citations, presence of altmetrics data by
their sources, altmetrics mentions across WoS - Broad Subject categories, most prominent publica-
tions as per their altmetrics score, and finally reveals the Twitter demographics and geographic
(country) of tweets / mentions for these publications from Anna University.
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1. Introduction

Assessment of scholarly research impact is very
much a tough task in the part of research evaluator.
Since long, traditional metrics based on citation
analysis are in use as a profound measure for the
research impact assessment. With the advancement
of the Internet and web technologies, there is a
growing trend in the use of social media platforms
and web sources by the research communities and
academia in their research environment to perform
various research activities, for collaborating,
discussing, and sharing of research, etc. The role of
social media in scholarly communication have been

proven in their use in research dissemination.
However, in recent years data collected from these
social media platforms are considered and emerging
as a new tool / method for research assessment
collectively termed as “Altmetrics”. There have been
seen an increasing interest towards the importance
and use of altmetrics as an alternative or
complementary method to traditional citation-based
metrics for assessing scholarly research impact;
since after the term “Altmetrics” was coined in
September, 2010 by Jason Priem, the then a PhD
student at the School of Information and Library
Science at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,
USA. It is the new metrics for measuring research
impact based on the data penetrating on the web &
social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter,
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LinkedIn, Mendeley and CiteULike etc. As new
sources and early impact indicators, data from
various social media platforms and online web
sources have been exploited, and examined
extensively in recent past few years to carry out
altmetrics studies.

2. Related Work

There have been several studies on how the
scholarly research publications of a specific
discipline or institution are represented on various
social media platforms like Mendeley, CiteULike,
Twitter, Facebook, Google+, Blogs, Wikipedia, etc.
collectively comes under the term Altmetrics.
Haustein, Peters, Sugimoto, Thelwall, & Larivière
(2014) conducted a study based on 1.4 million
biomedical literatures published between 2010 and
2012 covered in both PubMed and Web of Science,
They analysed the number of tweets containing links
to those publications with citations and found out
the existence of a low correlation between tweets
and citations. Winter (2014) carried out an analysis
of article-level metrics of 27,856 PLOS ONE articles
which revealed that the number of tweets was weakly
associated with the number of citations. Hammerfelt
(2014) analysed the altmetrics coverage and impact
of humanities-oriented articles and books published
by Swedish universities during 2012. He examined
some of the most common altmetric sources using a
sample of 310 journal articles and 54 books, and
found out that Mendeley had the highest coverage
of journal articles (61 %) followed by Twitter (21 %)
while very few of the publications are mentioned in
blogs or on Facebook. Maleki (2015) investigated
various academic and non-academic Twitter users’
contribution to tweets and the significance of the
relationship that might exist between each one’s

contribution and conventional citations to articles.
He studied a sample of 6445 tweeted articles
published between 2011 and 2014 and 2533 random
tweeted articles in other years, and observed a low
positive correlation between tweets and citation
counts. Further, it was found that the more recent
years showed higher levels of correlations. Erdt, Aw,
Aung, Mohammadi, & Theng, Yin-Leng. (2016)
analysed 94,597 publications across 27 subject areas
found in Scopus between the years 2009 to 2013,
and found out that the altmetrics coverage across
all disciplines was 18% for the years 2009 - 2013.
Further, it was observed that correlation results
between citation counts and altmetrics was medium
to low correlations with distinct differences amongst
the various disciplines. Ram (2017) measured the
research impact of scholarly publications of Thapar
University, India using altmetrics. He analysed 3499
articles published during 1972 to 2015 and indexed
in Scopus database. Further, he analysed a top 100
most cited articles from the Mendeley readership
perspectives. Togia, Koseoglou, & Zapounidou
(2017) recently presented a study providing an
overview of the coverage of altmetrics sources
collected from Altmetric Explorer for the Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki (AUTh) publications
published from 2010 to 2016 retrieved from Scopus.
They found out that only 17% of all publications
had some kind of mentions, while there was a clear
increasing trend over the years. Twitter represented
around 81% of all mentions, while Facebook was a
distant second, followed by news outlets.

However, the author could not find any altmetrics
study conducted so far covering all altmetrics
sources provided by Altmetric.com for scholarly
research assessment of any Indian University
publications. Thus, this study was carried out to
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provide an overview of the coverage of altmetrics
sources for  Anna University, Tamil Nadu
publications published during 2011-2016 retrieved
from Web of Science.

3. Objectives

The present study focuses on the following research
questions / objectives:

 To find out the density and kind of altmetrics
data exist for the articles published from Anna
University, Tamil Nadu during 2011-2016,

 To explore the presence of altmetrics for Anna
University publications across broad subject
fields categorized in Web of Science,

 To identify the differences in the presence of
altmetrics in between Open and Paid
publications,

 To prepare a list of year wise top and overall top
publications with the highest altmetrics score,
and

 To know the Twitter  demographic and
geographic breakdown of the mentions for the
publications.

4. Methodology

4.1 Sources of Data

The “Web of Science Core Collection” of Web of
Science database, a product of Clarivate Analytics
was used to obtain the year wise number of
publications published by Anna University, Tamil
Nadu during 2011-2016 along with their citation data
and associated DOIs. And, the altmetrics data were
retrieved from “Altmetric.com”, a leading altmetrics
data provider.

4.2 Data Collection

A total of 5056 publications, i.e. only articles
published from Anna University, Tamil Nadu during
2011-2016 along with a total of 25850 citations and
other bibliographic data was collected. The other
types of published materials such as reviews, book
chapters, editorial materials, and proceedings papers
were excluded from this study. Among those 5056
publications, 427 (8.45%) were open access (OA)
and 4629 (91.55%) were not open access (NOA)
publications. Further, only 4306 (85.17%)
publications were found to have DOI from the
extracted Web of Science file of 5056 publications,
and the left 750 (14.83%) publications had no DOI
associated with it. Then, Webometric Analyst 2.0
software was used to retrieve the altmetrics data
from Altmetric.com by preparing and fetching queries
of 4306 collected DOIs which is a prerequisite. It is
because unique identifiers like DOI, PubMed ID,
arXiv ID, etc. of published article is very much
important for Altmetric.com to be able to track, match
the social attention to the research, and recognise
different versions of the same research over the
different social media platforms and web sources to
avoid disambiguation. Among those 4306
publications having DOIs, only 361 publications
were found to have altmetrics data as per the data
retrieved from Altmetric.com which includes online
readership / posts / attentions / mentions, etc. in
different social media platforms and web sources
available over the web. And, this study is mostly
based on only those 361 publications’ altmetrics
data. All the data for the study were searched and
retrieved on Friday, 30/06/2017.
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4.3 Data Analysis

After all the required data collection over, the data
were saved in MS Excel file. Further, all the arithmetic
calculations, tabular  interpretations and
visualization were performed in the same.

5. Findings and Discussions

5.1 Growth of Publications and Citations of Anna
University

Chart-1 and 2 present the year-wise distribution of
publications along with their citations of Anna
University, Tamil Nadu indexed in Web of Science
(WoS) for the period 2011-2016. As mentioned
before, a total of 5056 publications, i.e. only articles
were indexed in WoS, having a total of 25850
citations. It is clearly visible from both the charts
that there is a positive trend in growth of publications
and citations of Anna University. Further, these
charts show the differences in the number of
publications for open access (OA) and not open
access (NOA) publications. Among those 5056
publications, 427 (8.45%) were (OA) and 4629
(91.55%) were (NOA) publications.

Figure 1 and 2: Year wise Publications (NOA &
OA Publications) with Nos. of Citations of Anna

University, Tamil Nadu

5.2 Presence of Altmetrics for Anna University
Publications

Table-1 shows the number of Anna University
publications with altmetrics. It can be seen that
85.17% of publications had DOIs associated with it.
Any kind of unique identifiers like DOI, PubMed
ID, arXiv ID, etc. of published article is necessary
to retrieve altmetrics data from Altmetric.com. Thus,
altmetrics data for only those 4306 publications
having DOIs were searched in Altmetric.com and it
was found that only 7.14% of all publications
collected from WoS had some kind of altmetrics data.
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Table 1: Altmetrics coverage of Anna University Publications

Among all the altmetrics service providers available
in the market today, it is found that Altmetric.com
has the most extensive tracked sources for altmetrics
data collection in comparison to others.
Altmetric.com tracks online readership statistics
from Mendeley, Connotea, and CiteULike; mentions
in Blogs, news post, number of tweets from Tweeter,
links and posts from Facebook walls, Wikipedia

Year 

Total Publications NOA Publications OA Publications 

Publications 
in WoS 

Publications 
with DOI 

Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

% of Yearly 
Publications 

Publications 
in WoS 

Publications 
with DOI 

Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Publications 
in WoS 

Publications 
with DOI 

Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

2011 548 442 12 2.19 500 411 10 48 31 2 

2012 620 518 28 4.52 581 489 22 39 29 6 

2013 763 642 34 4.46 724 615 30 39 27 4 

2014 918 791 86 9.37 845 728 77 73 63 9 

2015 1081 930 94 8.70 985 856 75 96 74 19 

2016 1126 983 107 9.50 994 862 93 132 121 14 

Total 5056 4306 361 7.14 4629 3961 307 427 345 54 

citations and articles, reviews and highlights in
platforms like F1000, referenced in Policy documents
and Open syllabus, etc. In this study, the presence
of altmetrics for publications was mostly varied from
each source. Around 82.71% of all mentions came
from Mendeley, followed by Twitter (12.2%) and
News posts 1.9% respectively. Table-2 and Chart-3
represent the number of online mentions with their
source for publications with altmetrics.

Table-2 and Figure 3: Altmetrics Mentions by Sources for Publications with Altmetrics

 

 
 

Source Mentions 
in 
Publicatio
ns with 
Altmetrics 

Mentions in 
"NOA" 
Publications with 
Altmetrics 

Mentions in 
"OA" 
Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Mendeley 4962 4065 897 

CiteULike 3 2 1 

Blogs 27 26 1 

News 112 112 0 

Twitter 730 631 99 

Reddit 3 3 0 

Facebook 86 77 9 

Wikipedia 24 22 2 

Google+ 52 50 2 

Total 5999 4988 1011 
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Further, the Table-3 and Chart-4 represent all the altmetrics mentions by sources on year wise publications.
It can be seen that the highest mentions in all year came from Mendeley.

Table-3: Altmetrics Mentions by Sources on Year wise Publications

Year Mendeley CiteULike Blogs News Twitter Reddit Facebook Wikipedia Google+ Total

2011 346 0 0 0 7 0 1 4 0 358

2012 721 0 0 0 29 0 10 1 2 763

2013 614 1 2 0 34 0 6 1 0 658

2014 1258 0 1 2 90 0 23 2 1 1377

2015 1089 2 2 1 144 2 17 1 1 1259

2016 934 0 22 109 426 1 29 15 48 1584

Total 4962 3 27 112 730 3 86 24 52 5999

Figure 4: Altmetrics Mentions by Sources on
Year wise Publications

5.3 Presence of Altmetrics across Subject Fields
(WoS - Broad Subject Categories)

All the 361 publications were grouped on the basis
of their subject area under the five broad subject
categories defined in WoS, such as: Life Sciences &
Biomedicine, Physical Sciences, Technology, Arts

& Humanities, and Social Sciences. It
was done to examine the presence of
altmetrics across different subject
areas. But, it was found that there were
no publications in the subject category
of Arts & Humanities published from
Anna University having any altmetrics
mentions. While grouping, it was
found that 234 publications were
coming from one specific subject area,
73 and 10 publications were from two
and three subject areas respectively.
Thus, the altmetrics mentions of those

83 publications with altmetrics were calculated 2 &
3 times accordingly by considering their all subject
areas. The Table-4 presents the distribution of
altmetrics mentions across subject areas. As depicted
in Table-4, Technology publications have received
the highest number of altmetrics mentions (38.50%),
followed by Life Sciences & Biomedicine (34.70%)
and Physical Sciences (23.61%) respectively.
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Table 4: Number of Publications with Altmetrics and Altmetrics Mentions across WoS - Broad Subject
categories

WoS-Broad 
Subject 

categories 

Nos. of 
Publications 

with 
Altmetrics 

% of 
Publications 

Altmetrics 
Mentions 

% of 
Altmetrics 

Mentions 

Nos. "NOA" 
Publications 

with 
Altmetrics 

Altmetrics 
Mentions 

Nos. of 
"OA" 

Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Altmetrics 
Mentions 

Life 

Sciences & 

Biomedicine 

160 35.71 2580 34.70 138 2039 22 541 

Physical 

Sciences 

144 32.14 1756 23.61 130 1669 14 87 

Technology 137 30.58 2863 38.50 115 2309 22 554 

Social 

Sciences 

7 1.56 237 3.19 7 237 0 0 

Total 448 100.00 7436 100 390 6254 58 1182 

 

The major source of altmetrics data across subject
areas was Mendeley, followed by Twitter and News
outlets respectively. The Table-5 presents the
altmetrics data with their source in all subject areas.

Table-5: Altmetrics Mentions by Sources in WoS - Broad Subject categories

WoS-Broad M ende le y C iteU Like Blo gs Ne ws Twitter Reddit Facebook Wikipe dia Goog le+

Subject

categories

Life Sciences

& Biomedicine 2317 1 2 2 217 2 3 3 3 3

Physical Sciences 1536 2 3 1 179 1 2 9 3 2

Technology 2177 0 2 4 109 448 0 3 6 2 0 4 9

Social Sciences 224 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0

Total 6254 3 2 9 112 857 3 9 8 2 6 5 4
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5.4 Overall Top and Year wise Top Publications with the highest Altmetric Score

The Table-6 presents the list of year wise top publications with the highest altmetric score retrieved from
Altmetric.com. It can be seen that the publication of 2016 has relatively very high altmetric score and
mentions as compare to other years’ top publications.

Table-6: The Year wise Top Publications with the highest Altmetric Score

The Table-7 presents a list of twelve overall top publications with the highest altmetric score retrieved from
Altmetric.com. It can be easily found out that among these 12 publications, most publications were published
recently in the year 2015 and 2016 and are (NOA) publications. Only 2 publications were published in open
access (OA).

Altmetric Score 
(Altmetric.com)  

Altmetrics 
Mentions 

Title of the Publication Source Journal WoS 
Citations 

Year 

1232.5 623 Inter-group violence among early 

Holocene hunter-gatherers of West 

Turkana, Kenya 

Nature 12 2016 

21.888 63 Photocatalytic Water Splitting under 

Visible Light by Mixed-Valence Sn3O4 

ACS Applied 

Materials & 

Interfaces 

40 2014 

19.64 73 Middle Palaeolithic occupation in the 

Thar Desert during the Upper 

Pleistocene: the signature of a modern 

human exit out of Africa? 

Quaternary 

Science Reviews 

14 2013 

14.45 60 The effect of inorganic carbon on 

microbial interactions in a biofilm 

nitritation-anammox process 

Water Research 18 2015 

4 57 Evaluation and use of NS1 IgM 

antibody detection for acute dengue 

virus diagnosis: report from an outbreak 

investigation 

Clinical 

Microbiology and 

Infection 

7 2012 

3 40 Relationship between process 

parameters and mechanical properties 

of friction stir processed AA6063-T6 

aluminum alloy 

Materials & 

Design 

19 2011 
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Table-7: The Top Twelve Publications with the highest Altmetric Score

Alt me tric Sc ore 

(Alt me tric.com)  

Altme tric s 

Mentions 

Title of the Pu blication Source   

Jou rn al 

WoS Citation s Year Publ ication 

(OA / NOA ) 

1232.5 623 Inter-group viole nce a mong early 

H oloce ne hunte r-gathe rers o f 

We st  Turkana , Ken ya  

Nature 12 2016 NOA 

21.888 63 P hotoca talyt ic Wate r Sp lit ting 

unde r Visible Light by M ixed-

V alence Sn3O4 

ACS Appl ied 

M ateria ls  & 

Interface s  

40 2014 NOA 

19.64 73 M iddle  Palae olithic oc cupat ion in 

th e Thar Desert during the  Upper 

P le is tocene : th e signature  of a 

mode rn human e xit out  of Afric a?  

Quaternary Scie nce 

Re views  

14 2013 NOA 

14.45 60 The effect  of inorgan ic ca rbon on 
microbia l interac tions in a  biofilm  

ni tritation -anamm ox process 

W ater Re search  18 2015 NOA 

10 6 Efficie nt refe rence- fre e ada ptive  

art ifac t cancel lers for impedance  

ca rdiography ba sed  remote heal th 

ca re monitoring systems  

Sprin ge rplus 1 2016 NOA 

10 16 A  Me thod to D iffer entiate  Mild 

Cognit ive Im pairme nt an d 

A lzhe ime r in M R Images us ing 
Eigen V alue Desc riptors 

Journal  of Me dica l 

System s 

0 2016 NOA 

8.58 18 A utophagy P rote cts M onocytes 

from Wo lbac hia H eat Shock 
P rote in 60-Induced Apoptos is  and 

S enesce nce 

PLO S Ne glected 

Tropica l Diseases 

1 2015 OA 

7.9 21 Crystal  st ructure  of E-col i 
lipoprote in diac ylglyceryl 

tra nsfe rase 

Nature 
Com munic ations 

6 2016 OA 

7 5 S ite-spe cific structural dyna mics 
of alpha-Synucle in revea led b y 

time-re solved fluore sce nce 

spectrosc opy: a re view  

M ethods a nd 
Applicat ions in 

Fluo resc ence 

0 2016 NOA 

7 2 P olypheno lic  and phytochemica l 

con tent  o f Cuc umis  sativu s seeds 

and  stud y on m echan ism of 

preserva tion of nutritional a nd 

qua lity ou tcome s in enric hed 

Internat ional 

Journal  of Food 

Science  and 

Technology 

1 2016 NOA 
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The top six open access (OA) publications with the
highest altmetrics score are presented in Table-8.

Table-8: The Top Six Open Access (OA) Publications with the highest Altmetric Score

Altmetric Score 

(Altmetric.com)  

Altmetrics 

Mentions 

Title of the Publication Source  

Journal 

WoS 

Citations 

Year 

8.58 18 Autophagy Protects Monocytes from 

Wolbachia Heat Shock Protein 60-Induced 

Apoptosis and Senescence 

PLOS Neglected 

Tropical Diseases 

1 2015 

7.9 21 Crystal structure of E-coli lipoprotein 

diacylglyceryl transferase 

Nature 

Communications 

6 2016 

3.6 42 Nitric oxide rescues thalidomide mediated 

teratogenicity 

Scientific Reports 21 2012 

3 37 Apoptosis Inducing Effect of Plumbagin on 

Colonic Cancer Cells Depends on Expression 

of COX-2 

PLOS One 23 2011 

3 14 High-Level Expression of Functionally Active 

Dengue-2 Non-Structural Antigen 1 Production 

in Escherichia coli 

Biomed Research 

International 

1 2013 

2.25 52 The effect of indoor office environment on the 

work performance, health and well-being of 

office workers 

Journal of 

Environmental Health 

Science and 

Engineering 

2 2014 

5.5   Twitter Demographics and Twitter Geographic
(Country) for Publications with Altmetrics

In this part of the study, the author examined the
demographics and geographic (country) data
collected from the Twitter profiles of tweeters who
tweeted about the publications or shared those in
Twitter. Among all the Twitter mentions, the majority
of tweets (74.79%) were tweeted by the members of
the public, followed by scientists (16.86%). The

Table-9 and Chart-5 show the Twitter demographics
for the publications with altmetrics.
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Table-9 and Chart-5: Twitter Demographics for the Publications with Altmetrics

Category Twitter 
Mentions 

% of 
Twitter 
Mentions 

Twitter 
Mentions in 
"NOA" 
Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Twitter 
Mentions in 
"OA" 
Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Members of 
the public 

546 74.79 474 72 

Science 
communicators 
(journalists, 
bloggers, 
editors) 

42 5.75 32 2 

Scientists 123 16.85 108 10 

Practitioners 
(doctors, other 
healthcare 
professionals) 

19 2.60 17 15 

Total 730 100.00 631 99 

The Table-10 depicts the results of Twitter
Geographic (Country) for the 361 publications with
altmetrics by analysing the data collected from the
Twitter profiles of tweeters as same as Twitter
demographics. However, sometimes due to the
unavailability of sufficient information in Twitter
profiles on Twitter, it is not possible to get details
on demographics and geographic location of a
tweeter. Those profiles demographics and
geographic aspects are assigned as “Unknown” by
Altmetric.com. Tweets came from such “Unknown”
tweeters forms the major parts of all Twitter mentions,
followed by United Kingdom and United States
respectively. Further, Chart-6 displays the Twitter
geographic (countries) with color representation in
World Map with number of Mendeley readers.
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Table 10: Twitter Geographic (Country) for the Publications with Altmetrics

Algeria 1 1 0 Korea 1 1 0

Argentina 2 2 0 Malaysia 2 2 0

Australia 12 8 4 Mexico 4 2 2

Austria 1 0 1 Netherlands 5 4 1

Bangladesh 1 0 1 Norway 1 1 0

Belgium 2 1 1 Oman 1 1 0

Brazil 1 1 0 Other 22 22 0

Canada 9 9 0 South Africa 1 1 0

Colombia 1 1 0 Spain 33 31 2

France 13 9 4 Sweden 6 6 0

Germany 13 12 1 Switzerland 3 0 3

Greece 3 3 0 Uganda 1 0 1

India 11 8 3 UAE 1 0 1

Ireland 2 1 1 UK 89 68 21

Italy 1 1 0 US 77 69 8

Japan 23 23 0 Unknown 381 337 44

Kenya 5 5 0 Venezuela,
Bolivarian

Republic of 1 1 0

Country 
 

Twitter 
Mentions 

Twitter 
Mentions in 
NOA 
Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Twitter 
Mentions in 
OA 
Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Country Twitter 
Mentions 

Twitter 
Mentions in 
NOA 
Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 

Twitter 
Mentions in 
OA 
Publications 
with 
Altmetrics 
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Figure 6: Display of Twitter Geographic (Country) for the Publications with Altmetrics in World Map

6. Conclusions

The basic purpose of this study was to present the
altmetrics landscape of scholarly research
publications published from Anna University, Tamil
Nadu. Although, it was a small study by analysing a
sample of only 361 articles having altmetrics data
collected from Altmetric.com, it provides an
overview of altmetrics coverage of whole University
publications. The presented study reveals that there
is a positive trend in growth of publications and
citations of Anna University. But, that is not same
in the case of altmetrics data which is relatively low
positive. The altmetrics coverage was very low with
only 6.56% of all publications during 2011-2016. It
was found that altmetrics mentions (readership)
came from Mendeley forms the major part of all

altmetrics mentions with 82.71%. And, the
Technology publications which has the third highest
share of publications have received the highest
number of altmetrics mentions (38.50%), followed
by the Life Sciences & Biomedicine publications
which has highest share of publications have
received the second highest number of altmetrics
mentions (34.70%). Higher altmetrics mentions for
most recent publications was observed in the study.
It was found from the overall twelve top publications
that most publications with the highest altmetrics
mentions are published in not open access (NOA)
journals. As far Twitter mentions study is concerned,
the majority of tweets (74.79%) were tweeted by the
members of the public for the publications, and
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tweets tweeted by “Unknown” tweeters forms the
major parts of all Twitter mentions.

7. Further Work

As a part of this study, there is further plan to study
the correlations between Mendeley readership and
citations received for these publications from Anna
University, Tamil Nadu.
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