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Introduction

• As part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
all United Nations (UN) members agreed a set of 17 global
objectives in 2015 that are commonly referred to as the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or the Global
Goals.

• These objectives seek to address urgent global issues such
as environmental degradation, poverty, inequality, climate
change, peace, and justice. The SDGs give governments,
organisations, and people a framework for cooperating to
create a more sustainable and equitable world.



Key aspects of the SDGs

• Universal Goals: The SDGs are universal and apply to all countries, 
regardless of their development status.

• Integrated and Indivisible: The goals are interconnected and 
require a holistic approach to achieve them.

• Three Dimensions of Sustainable Development: The SDGs 
balance economic, social, and environmental aspects of 
development.

• Framework for Action: The SDGs provide a framework for 
governments, organisations, and individuals to work together to 
achieve a more sustainable future.

• Focus on Vulnerable Groups: The SDGs emphasise the needs of 
the poorest and most vulnerable populations.

• Goals and Targets: The SDGs have 17 goals and 169 targets, with 
specific indicators to track progress.

• Global Partnership: The SDGs promote a strengthened global 
partnership for sustainable development.



Research Objectives

• Does IIT Libraries promote Inclusive Access to 
Information?

• How IIT Libraries are supporting the Lifelong Learning 
to encourage education on sustainable practices ?

• How IIT libraries enhancing Digital Literacy to equip 
users to use digital technologies for sustainable 
development ?

• How IIT libraries under study preserving the Cultural 
and Environmental Knowledge ?

• To what extent IIT libraries working with local and 
international organizations to drive knowledge-sharing 
initiatives ?



Scope of the study
• IIT Madras
• IIT Delhi
• IIT Bombay
• IIT Kanpur
• IIT Kharagpur

Libraries at IITs align with Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) by promoting quality education (SDG 4), industry and
innovation (SDG 9), and reduced inequalities (SDG 10).This
case study examines the role of IIT Madras, IIT Delhi, IIT
Bombay, IIT Kanpur, and IIT Kharagpur libraries in advancing
sustainable development through digital access, research
facilitation, and inclusive education.



SDG 4: “Quality Education” (Libraries as 

Catalysts for Education and Lifelong Learning)

• Providing Free Access to Books, Digital Resources, 

and Educational Materials

• Supporting Literacy Programs and Skill Development

• Bridging the Digital Divide through Technology 

Access



SDG 9: "Industry, Innovation and 

Infrastructure"(Libraries Driving Economic Growth and 

Innovation)

• Providing Resources for Entrepreneurship and Job 
Seekers

• Job Seeker Assistance

• Supporting Research and Innovation through Access 
to Scientific Knowledge

• Collaborations with Research Institutions



SDG 10: “Reduced Inequalities” (Inclusive Services for 

People with Disabilities and Disadvantaged Groups)

• Accessible Library Infrastructure

• Digital Inclusion and Assistive Technologies

• Programs for Socioeconomically 

Disadvantaged Groups



Key Actions to Strengthen Library Support for SDGs

• Governments and other institute should increase significant investment in 
library expansion, increasing digital capabilities, and literacy outreach 
programs on lifelong learning

• Private sector partnerships can help libraries integrate AI-powered research 
tools and digital learning platforms to create more dynamic knowledge 
environments.

• Libraries must be equipped with high-speed internet, digital repositories, 
and assistive technologies to ensure accessibility for all.

• To fulfil the principle of equitable knowledge sharing, libraries need to 
expand open-access resources.

• Libraries should actively participate in policy discussions as essential 
institutions in national development strategies.

• Libraries should encourage hosting more workshops, training sessions, and 
awareness campaigns to foster knowledge exchange, economic 
empowerment and support climate action. 

• Strengthening collaborations with NGOs, universities, and research 
institutions can enlarge their impact.



Future Outlook: Expanding the Role of Libraries in 

Achieving Global Goals

• Develop more sustainability-focused programs to 
spread awareness. 

• Built strength in emerging topics like AI technologies, 
blockchain, and virtual reality to develop learning and 
research.

• To create knowledge-sharing networks, libraries should 
work on expanding global partnerships. 

• Develop workshops on the topics like climate 
resilience, and social justice, ensuring libraries remain 
at the forefront of global change.

• Expand digital literacy and digital ethics programs to 
bridge the technological divide.



Thank you!!!
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