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Abstract

Libraries are evolving beyond traditional information repositories to become proactive agents
in supporting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This study examines
the critical role of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) libraries in aligning library practices
with the SDG agenda. Through a detailed analysis of selected IIT libraries, the paper identifies
innovative services, outreach initiatives, and policy implementations that embody global
sustainability principles. The findings reveal that 1T libraries make significant contributions
to quality education (SDG 4), industry innovation (SDG 9), and reduced inequalities (SDG
10) by promoting open access, digital literacy, inclusivity, and green practices. The study
also highlights replicable best practices that can inform library strategies across higher
education institutions in India and beyond.
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1. Introduction

The United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development isa plan of action for people, the environment,
and prosperity. As part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, all United Nations (UN) members
agreed on a set of 17 global objectives in 2015 commonly referred to as the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) or the Global Goals. These objectives aim to address pressing international issues, including
environmental degradation, poverty, inequality, climate change, and the pursuit of peace and justice. The
SDGs provide governments, organizations, and individuals with a framework for collaborating to create a
more sustainable and equitable world.

1.1. Key aspects of the SDGs

** Universal Goals: The SDGs are universal and applicable to all countries, regardless of their level of
development.

** Integrated and Indivisible: The goals are interconnected and require a holistic approach to achieve a
just, equitable, and sustainable future.
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** Three Dimensions of Sustainable Development: The SDGs strike a balance among the economic,
social, and environmental aspects of development.

** Framework for Action: The SDGs provide a framework for governments, organisations, and individuals
to work together to achieve a more sustainable future.

** Focus on Vulnerable Groups: The SDGs emphasise the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable
populations.

** Goalsand Targets: The SDGs comprise 17 goals and 169 targets, each accompanied by specific indicators
to track progress.

** Global Partnership: The SDGs promote a strengthened global partnership for sustainable development.

Often, the key to success is directly proportionate to strong problem-solving skills, which are more frequently
linked to other skills and help to make better decisions and build stronger relationships. Achieving these
goals requires access to information, education, and community engagement—areas where libraries play a
crucial role. The SDGs serve as a wake-up call to eradicate poverty and inequality, safeguard the environment,
and guarantee everyone’s access to justice, prosperity, and good health. Making sure no one is left behind
is crucial. Governments, civil society, and individuals worldwide must collaborate to achieve these goals
(Moallemi et al., 2020). Libraries are one organization that can make a significant contribution to this endeavor.
Libraries serve as community hubs that support social inclusion, sustainability, and education, in addition
to being repositories of books and information.

Libraries have long been recognized as essential institutions for education, research, and community
development (Salubi & Majavu, 2024). They serve as repositories of knowledge, providing free and equitable
access to information for people of all backgrounds. In the digital age, libraries have evolved beyond
physical spaces, offering online resources, digital literacy programs, and access to technology to bridge the
information gap (Odularu, 2025). Libraries contribute to social inclusion by serving as safe spaces for
marginalized communities, promoting lifelong learning, and fostering civic engagement. They support
innovation, economic growth, and environmental sustainability by providing resources for research,
entrepreneurship, and climate awareness. As trusted institutions, libraries empower individuals and
communities to make informed decisions aligned with sustainable development principles.

2. Purpose of the Study

Libraries play a decisive role in driving sustainable development by providing access to information, fostering
education, and supporting community initiatives. The present study has a two-fold purpose. The foremost
purpose is to highlight the transformative role of 1T libraries in advancing the United Nations SDGs, how
IIT libraries are working as centres for learning, innovation, and community engagement in sustainability
efforts, and how IIT libraries can bridge the gap between education, technology, and environmental awareness.

3. Research Objective

The Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts) are premier institutions of higher education and research in India,
known for their contributions to science, technology, and innovation. Their libraries serve as knowledge
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hubs, supporting students, faculty, and researchers in achieving academic excellence, driving technological
advancements, and promoting sustainable development.

Libraries at 11 Ts align with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by promoting quality education (SDG 4),
industry and innovation (SDG 9), and reduced inequalities (SDG 10). This case study examines the role of
the libraries at 1T Madras, |1 T Delhi, 11T Bombay, 1T Kanpur, and IIT Kharagpur in advancing sustainable
development through digital access, research facilitation, and inclusive education.

IIT libraries provide equitable access to scholarly resources, enabling students and researchers to facilitate
interdisciplinary research through a diverse range of academic materials. From promoting literacy to offering
free access to information, libraries play a significant role in achieving the SDGs and building a more
inclusive, informed, and sustainable future.

Here are some objectives tailored to this context:
** DollIT libraries promote inclusive access to information?
** How IIT libraries support lifelong learning to encourage education on sustainable practices.

** Howare lIT libraries enhancing digital literacy to equip users to use digital technologies for sustainable
development?

** Howarethe lIT libraries under study preserving cultural and environmental knowledge?

** Towhat extentare IIT libraries working with local and international organizations to drive knowledge-
sharing initiatives?

4.  Scope of the Study

The Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs) are institutions of higher education working at a very high
standard in specific areas of study. These were established under the Institutes of Technology Act 1961.
Located throughout the nation, these prestigious engineering schools are renowned for their cutting-edge
scientific and technological methods, research achievements, and academic excellence. The universe of
study comprises the top five Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts) in India. According to the 2024 National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) ranking, the top five I1Ts were selected for the study. The scope of
this study is limited to the five institutions mentioned in Table 1.

Table 1: Institutions with NIRF Ranking 2024

Nameof the lIT Year of establishment NIRF ranking
II'T Madras 1959 1
IIT Delhi 1961 2
I1'T Bombay 1958 3
T Kanpur 1959 4
IIT Kharagpur 1951 5
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The study focuses on the top five 11 Ts as per the NIRF 2024 ranking, since these institutions consistently
represent national benchmarks in research, innovation, and academic excellence. Their libraries are widely
regarded as trendsetters in adopting advanced services and sustainability practices, making them ideal
exemplars for examining the alignment with SDGs. While this scope ensures representativeness and
comparability, it also acknowledges a limitation in not including other 11Ts or institutions of national
importance.

5. Research Methodology

To investigate the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in IIT libraries, this research
adopts a qualitative approach, combining content analysis and case study methods. The methodology
includes gathering the relevant data by reviewing the following resources:

<+ Library Websites: The official websites of the selected IIT libraries were analyzed for policies, digital

collections, and sustainability programs.

%* Institutional Repositories: Open-access repositories were examined for SDG-related research and
projects.

%* Research Databases: Indexed research papers and institutional publications documenting SDG-related

initiatives were identified.

*,

% Workshops & Events: Records of sustainability workshops, conferences, and training programs were
reviewed.

6. Sustainable Development Goals and Their Implementation in 11T Libraries

Libraries play a crucial role in supporting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by providing access
to information, fostering digital literacy, and promoting research aligned with sustainability.

6.1 SDG 4: “Quality Education” - Libraries as Catalysts for Education and Lifelong Learning

According to Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4), education is recognized as a vital element of
sustainable development, aiming to ensure that all individuals have access to widespread, lifelong learning
opportunities. Libraries have long been considered a focal point for education and research, with their
dedication to fostering and promoting the spread of knowledge, education, and culture. To support quality
education and research, libraries provide free access to scholarly resources, bridging the digital divide and
supporting skill development. The role of libraries extends from traditional manual services to encompassing
online resources and various literacy programs, making them essential in improving lifelong learning and
educational equity.
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6.1.1 Providing Free Access to Books, Digital Resources, and Educational Materials

Libraries are essential for information dissemination by offering free access to books, journals, and digital
resources. Libraries and research institutions provide a wealth of materials that fulfill users’ diverse
information needs.

The rise of open educational resources (OER) has significantly changed the role of librarians in delivering
quality education. OER are considered high-quality information provider materials available in libraries
beyond financial barriers and other restrictions. Libraries also ensure equitable access to scientific databases,
e-books, and online courses, bridging gaps caused by socioeconomic differences.

Beyond structured learning, libraries enhance self-directed learning, allowing individuals to explore subjects
beyond their formal curriculum. This promotes educational empowerment among adult learners, professionals
seeking career growth, and marginalized communities. By offering free and diverse learning materials, libraries
play a crucial role in achieving educational equity and fostering lifelong learning, aligning with the goals of
SDGA.

6.1.2 Supporting Literacy Programs and Skill Development

Libraries are recognized for fostering lifelong learning among children, adults, and underserved populations.
Literacy (Information literacy) is the skill of effectively accessing, evaluating, and using information. Under
these programs, libraries focus on essential reading and writing skills, financial literacy, and vocational
training. Many libraries provide career development workshops, coding boot camps, and entrepreneurship
training, equipping individuals with the skills necessary for economic participation (Onohwakpor, 2005).

Additionally, libraries collaborate with schools, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and government
agencies to implement reading programs, tutoring services, and language learning workshops. They also
support multilingual literacy through subscribing to language learning resources, digital applications, and
conversation groups, helping immigrants and non-native speakers integrate into society and access
educational and employment opportunities.

6.1.3 Bridging the Digital Divide through Technology Access

Thedigital divide remains a momentous education barrier, particularly in developing regions and economically
disadvantaged communities. Libraries play a vital role in bridging this gap by providing free access to
computers, Internet connectivity, and digital literacy training (Meesad & Mingkhwan, 2024). Libraries have
diversified their services to bridge digital gaps by offering access to computers, printers, and high-speed
Internet (Odularu, 2025) for individuals who may not have these resources at home. Beyond hardware
access, libraries facilitate digital literacy programs to help users understand how to communicate effectively
in digital spaces, such as email, social media sites, and other online forums.
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The library supports e-learning programs and provides access to online courses, webinars, and virtual
tutoring, enabling learnersto acquire new skills remotely. Many libraries signed MoUs with educational and
research institutions and platforms to offer free or subsidized access to Massive Open Online Courses
(MOQCs).

To fulfill the “Equity of Access”, libraries provide access to information resources to differently abled
library users. Screen readers, Braille resources, and adaptive learning tools ensure that education remains
accessible to all, reinforcing the principles of equity and inclusion within SDG 4.

6.1.4 Data Analysis for SDG4

A content analysis approach was applied to identify key themes, patterns, and practices within Il T libraries
that contribute to the SDGs. The study examined SDG 4 in relation to various parameters that contribute to
the provision of quality education. 1T libraries have been instrumental in promoting lifelong learning and
literacy through numerous initiatives:

Table 2: SDG 4: Availability of Components Crucial for Quality Education

T SDG 4: Availability of Components crucial for Quality Education

IIT Madras Al-powered search tools, Digital learning platforms, Open Educational Resources
(OERs), e-books & remote research access, MOOCs

T Delhi Al-powered search tools, Open Educational Resources (OERs), Open-access research
repository, academic writing workshops, remote research access, STEM education
programs, Office of Accessible Education (OAE), MOOCs

IIT Bombay Al-powered search tools, Open Educational Resources (OERS), remote research access,
digital repositories, advanced training modules, and MOOCs

IIT Kanpur Virtual libraries, Open Educational Resources (OERS), e-hooks & remote research access,
MOOCs, Certificate Courses

T Kharagpur Hosts the National Digital Library of India (NDLI), MOOCs, Translation Certification
Courses, and NPTEL

Table 2 depicts that 1T Kharagpur hosts the prestigious NDLI, which provides free access to academic
resources. 1T Bombay and 1T Delhi have their own institutional repositories, providing scholarly content
that is accessible on the campus network. [T Madras provided free access to Perplexity Pro, an advanced
Al search tool. All five I1Ts provide scholarly resources and databases to provide quality education. All 11Ts
contribute to MOOC initiatives to make education more accessible and affordable. The IIT Kanpur Library
is part of national and international research networks, facilitating knowledge sharing and collaboration.

6.2 SDG 9: “Industry, Innovationand Infrastructure” - Libraries Driving Economic Growth and Innovation

This goal aims to build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and
foster innovation.
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¢ Providing resources for entrepreneurship and job seekers

¢ Supporting research and innovation through access to scientific knowledge

¢ Encouraging digital literacy and workforce development

6.2.1 Providing Resources for Entrepreneurship and Job Seekers

Libraries can provide tools and assistance to job seekers, entrepreneurs, and individuals looking to launch
their own companies. Libraries, as information centres, can inform them about job listings and offer workshops
on career counseling and business development ideas. Libraries can collaborate with nearby government
offices, non-profit groups, and local business incubators to provide training sessions on business registration,
funding opportunities, and marketing strategies.

6.2.2 Job Seeker Assistance

Libraries help job seekers by organising various workshops and programs. They subscribe to job search
databases and employment portals, ensuring that library users have access to job opportunities. To some
extent, libraries collaborate with employment agencies and career development organizations to organize
short-term training programs on resume writing, interview preparation, and professional certifications,
enhancing vocational skills and employability. By providing these valuable resources, libraries contribute
to the workforce readiness and career advancement of diverse communities.

6.2.3 Supporting Research and Innovation through Access to Scientific Knowledge

Libraries serve as key enablers of researchers by providing access to scientific journals, research databases,
and other critical resources that drive discoveries and technological advancements. Libraries also encourage
open access to peer-reviewed studies, patents, and technical reports, ensuring that valuable knowledge is
widely available. By making scientific information more accessible, libraries help reduce barriers to innovation
and empower researchers to develop solutions for pressing global challenges.

6.2.4 Collaborations with Research Institutions

Libraries regularly collaborate with academic and research institutes, sharing resources to enhance research
support, offer data analysis tools, and provide funding insight. Libraries are initiating hackathons to cultivate
creativity among job seekers by providing opportunities for hands-on experimentation in areas such as 3D
printing, coding, robotics, and artificial intelligence. IIT libraries significantly contribute to economic
empowerment by providing valuable resources to job seekers, entrepreneurs, and professionals, helping
them develop skills, access opportunities, and achieve their career goals.
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Table 3: SDG 9: Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

T SDG 9: Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure
IIT Madras Al-driven research & innovation labs, entrepreneurship support
T Delhi High-impact journal subscriptions, support green technology initiatives, and

interdisciplinary innovation hubs.

IIT Bombay Sustainable technology development programs, maker spaces for R&D, and
entrepreneurship support

IIT Kanpur Industry collaborations for product development, start-up incubation spaces

IIT Kharagpur Supports green technology initiatives, data-driven research in energy &
environment

IIT libraries play a significant role in advancing scientific inquiry and technological innovation. It is clear
from Table 3 that all five I1T libraries are offering Al-based Research Data Management Services to strengthen
technological advancements and the start-up ecosystem. All libraries under study offer journal subscriptions
and interdisciplinary innovation hubs, encouraging cross-sector collaboration. Through its Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Cell, 1IT Bombay supports and encourages entrepreneurs. Meanwhile, libraries provide
support through various ventures in collaboration with different institutes and organizations. 1T Kanpur
collaborates with industries to develop products and ensure the real-world application of innovative concepts.
Meanwhile, IIT Kharagpur leads green technology initiatives and data-driven research in energy and
environmental sustainability, promoting responsible innovation.

6.3 SDG 10: “Reduced Inequalities” - Inclusive Services for People with Disabilities and Disadvantaged
Groups

Libraries are committed to ensuring accessibility and inclusivity for individuals with disabilities and other
disadvantaged groups. This activity aligns with SDG 10, which focuses on reducing inequalities and
promoting social inclusion.

6.3.1 Accessible Library Infrastructure

Libraries implement physical and digital accessibility measures to accommodate individuals with disabilities.
These include:

** Wheelchair-accessible facilities
** Braille books and audiobooks for visually impaired individuals
%* Sign language interpretation services for deaf and hard-of-hearing patrons

** Adaptive technology, such as screen readers and voice-controlled devices, is used to assist users with
disabilities in accessing digital resources.
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6.3.2 Digital Inclusion and Assistive Technologies

To engage users with disabilities, libraries offer various assistive technologies that can empower individuals
to bridge the digital divide. These technologies include speech-to-text software, magnification tools, and
customised learning platforms that cater to diverse needs.

6.3.3 Programs for Socioeconomically Disadvantaged Groups

Libraries also intend to support low-income individuals and marginalized communities by offering free
educational programs, job training workshops, and access to essential services. Many libraries collaborate
with government agencies and NGOs to provide resources on housing, employment, healthcare, and legal
rights, ensuring that disadvantaged groups receive the support they need to improve their quality of life.

Table 4: SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities

T SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities

IIT Madras Assistive technologies, Braille resources, digital accessibility tools, and programs for
underprivileged students

T Delhi Assistive technologies, Braille resources, Digital inclusion projects, digital accessibility
tools, workshops for differently-abled students

IIT Bombay Digital literacy workshops for marginalized communities

IIT Kanpur Braille resources, adaptive learning technology, and support for
disadvantaged students

IIT Kharagpur Accessible learning resources, Braille resources, digital accessibility tools, and diversity-
focused programs

Table 4 depicts that 11T libraries are dedicated to ensuring equitable access to knowledge and resources by
providing assistive technologies such as screen readers, Braille resources, and adaptive learning tools to
support students with disabilities. The libraries of IIT Delhi and IIT Kanpur have a collection of Braille
books. All five 1T libraries under study conduct community outreach programs at different levels and with
diverse purposes, providing free workshops on digital literacy, entrepreneurship, and career development
for disadvantaged groups.

7. Discussion
7.1 Conceptual Model: Linking SDCswith Library Strategies

Based on the above data of Sustainable Development Goals and their Implementation in IIT Libraries, Figure
1 presents the conceptual model that links SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and
Infrastructure), and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) with key library strategies such as digital literacy,
inclusivity, and innovation. This framework provides a structured pathway to understanding how academic
libraries, particularly those at 11T, operationalize the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Conceptual Model: Linking SDGs with Library Strategies

SDG 4: c— A
Quality Education Digital Literacy

SDG 9:
Indystry, Innovation & Infrastruy

_

Inclusivity & Accessibility

SDG 10:
Reduced Inequalities

f#hnovation & Research Support]

Fig. 1 Linking SDCswith Library Strategies
7.2 Summary of Key Contributions of Libraries to SDGs

Libraries play a pivotal role in sustainable development by ensuring equitable access to information,
promoting lifelong learning, advocating social inclusion, and supporting economic growth and innovation.
Their role extends from traditional book lending to providing digital literacy, empowering research support,
and spreading environmental awareness. Digital literacy programs organized by libraries help students
develop critical research skills, data analysis techniques, and information management strategies, preparing
them for academic and professional success. 1T libraries support SDG 4 and 9 by providing digital access
to academic resources, participating in the One Nation One Subscription initiative, and supporting industry
and innovation through subscriptions to high-impact scientific journals, patents, and technical reports. 1T
Kharagpur hosts the National Digital Library of India and supports open-access publishing, intending to
promote knowledge democratization and data-driven research.

The discussion was expanded to move beyond a descriptive summary of practices and toward a comparative
evaluation of the five lI T libraries. Differences in emphasis became evident: while IIT Kharagpur has positioned
itselfas a national hub through the NDLI, IIT Delhi and Il T Bombay have invested heavily in institutional
repositories and interdisciplinary innovation platforms. 1T Madras stands out for integrating advanced Al-
driven search tools, whereas II'T Kanpur prioritizes industry collaborations and start-up incubation support.
These contrasts highlight varied but complementary strategies, underscoring that no one-size-fits-all model
of aligning library practices with SDGs exists.

Atthe same time, a critical appraisal reveals structural and policy-level limitations. Digital literacy initiatives
remain uneven across institutions, and accessibility services for disadvantaged groups are more advanced
in some IITs than others. Resource constraints and dependence on central funding continue to shape the
pace of innovation. Moreover, while libraries demonstrate alignment with SDG 4, 9, and 10, their engagement
with other equally relevant goals (such as SDG 5 on Gender Equality or SDG 13 on Climate Action) remains
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limited. By situating the findings within these comparative strengths and shortcomings, the discussion
frames IIT libraries not only as exemplars but also as evolving institutions with scope for more systemic
alignment to global sustainability agendas.

** |IT libraries demonstrate diverse pathways to align with SDGs, ranging from Al-driven knowledge
services (II'T Madras) to national-scale digital repositories (11T Kharagpur).

** A comparative evaluation reveals strengths in innovation and inclusivity, but uneven progress in
digital literacy outreach and accessibility across institutions.

** Acritical appraisal reveals gaps in engaging with the broader SDGs beyond 4, 9, and 10, suggesting
the need for a more holistic sustainability framework.

** The findings position IIT libraries as influential but evolving exemplars, whose practices can inform
national policy and cross-institutional collaborations in higher education.

** From the above discussion, it is clear that IIT libraries aim to disseminate quality education for everyone,
promote economic growth, encourage a green climate, and build strong partnerships to fulfill sustainable
development goals by providing free access to resources and supporting sustainable practices. Libraries
serve as knowledge hubs, community centres, and catalysts for change, ensuring that individuals and
societies have the tools to engage, innovate, and contribute to a sustainable future.

7.3 CalltoAction: Strengthening Library Support for Sustainable Development

Despite their significant contributions, I1T libraries still face budgetary constraints, a technological divide,
and policy challenges that limit their ability to support sustainable development goals fully. Strengthening
library infrastructure and expanding its role in implementing the SDGs requires collective action from
governments, policymakers, and NGOs.

Key Actions to Strengthen Library Support for SDGs:

** Governmentsand other institutions should make significant investments in library expansion, enhancing
digital capabilities, and literacy outreach programs focused on lifelong learning.

** Private sector partnerships can help libraries integrate Al-powered research tools and digital learning
platforms to create more dynamic knowledge environments.

** Libraries must be equipped with high-speed Internet, digital repositories, and assistive technologies
to ensure accessibility for all.

** To fulfill the principle of equitable knowledge sharing, libraries should expand their open-access
resources.

** Libraries should actively participate in policy discussions as essential institutions in national
development strategies.
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«»* Libraries should encourage hosting more workshops, training sessions, and awareness campaigns to
foster knowledge exchange, promote economic empowerment, and support climate action.

+¢  Strengthening collaborations with NGOs, universities, and research institutions can enlarge their impact.

To strengthen the contribution of IIT libraries toward the SDGs, these libraries should set digital literacy
benchmarks by tracking the number of users trained annually in digital tools and research platforms. Al
integration—through intelligent search systems, automated cataloging, and personalized learning
dashboards—can improve efficiency and user engagement. To promote inclusivity, targeted inclusion metrics,
such as accessibility audits, assistive technology usage rates, and outreach to marginalized groups, should
be institutionalized. At the policy level, libraries should develop structured frameworks for sustainability
reporting that align with the SDGs and are supported by periodic monitoring and inter-institutional
collaboration. These steps not only translate broad recommendations into measurable goals but also provide
aroadmap for scaling impact across the higher education ecosystem.

7.4. Future Outlook: Expanding the Role of Librariesin Achieving Global Goals

As the world advances toward 2030 and beyond, libraries must evolve as dynamic agents to meet the
growing challenges of sustainable development. The future of libraries lies in their ability to:

** Develop more sustainability-focused programs to spread awareness.

** Builtstrength in emerging topics like Al technologies, blockchain, and virtual reality to develop learning
and research.

** Tocreate knowledge-sharing networks, libraries should work on expanding global partnerships.

** Develop workshops on topics such as climate resilience and social justice, ensuring libraries remain at
the forefront of global change.

** Expand digital literacy and digital ethics programs to bridge the technological divide.

While the study focused primarily on SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and
Infrastructure), and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities), this narrow scope is acknowledged as a limitation.
Libraries also play meaningful roles in advancing other global goals, such as SDG 5 (Gender Equality)
through inclusive programs for women scholars and leadership initiatives, and SDG 13 (Climate Action) by
curating resources on sustainability and promoting green library practices. Future research should broaden
the analytical lens to capture these wider contributions, enabling a more comprehensive understanding of
how academic libraries can act as systemic drivers of the SDG agenda.

8. Conclusion

The libraries at 11Ts are driving sustainable development by providing education, research support, and
inclusive services to diverse communities. They invest in digital infrastructure, foster global research
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collaborations, and promote equitable access to knowledge. These institutions also catalyze sustainable
development, providing education, economic opportunities, and inclusive services to diverse communities.
By investing in digital infrastructure, expanding digital access, and fostering global partnerships, these
libraries contribute to a more equitable and sustainable future.
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