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Introduction

• IPR safeguards innovations and enhances startup value

• Strengthens investor confidence and access to funding

• IP assets include patents, trademarks, and technology 
transfer agreements
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Problem Statement

• Limited IPR awareness among healthcare startups 
leads to weak protection and underuse of available 
support systems
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Objectives

• Identify key IP assets of healthcare startups

• Assess IP management strategies and challenges

• Evaluate awareness of government IP support

• Explore how libraries can aid IP management
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Methodology

• Quantitative cross-sectional survey

• Structured questionnaire (Google Forms)

• 43 healthcare startups in Thiruvananthapuram
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Findings

• Patents and trademarks most utilized

• Limited use of trade secrets and copyrights

• Few startups have formal IP systems or conduct FTO 
analyses

• Limited knowledge and use of government schemes

• No dedicated IP manager or legal enforcement 
observed
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Key Recommendations

• Avoid early idea disclosure

• Conduct IP searches and mapping

• Define ownership clearly in contracts

• Budget for IP protection. Engage IP professionals for 
guidance

16-12-2025 7



Bridging the Gap

• Offer targeted IPR training

• Provide subsidized legal and filing support

• Strengthen incubator mentoring

• Standardize internal IP governance policies
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Role of Libraries

• Provide IP databases and patent tools

• Conduct IP awareness and training sessions

• Connect start-ups with domain experts

• Support innovation documentation and knowledge 
management

• Act as innovation support centres fostering IP literacy
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Conclusions

• Awareness exists but strategic and legal gaps remain

• Simplified processes, expert guidance, and training are 
essential

• Libraries can empower startups to protect and leverage 
innovation effectively
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