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Introduction

* |PR safeguards innovations and enhances startup value
e Strengthens investor confidence and access to funding
e |P assets include patents, trademarks, and technology

transfer agreements
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Problem Statement

* Limited IPR awareness among healthcare startups
leads to weak protection and underuse of available
support systems

Importance Of Intellectual Property Rights

Innovation Investment Quality
Incentive Protection Assurance

Global Trade Cultural
Facilitation Preservation
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Objectives

* |dentify key IP assets of healthcare startups

e Assess IP management strategies and challenges
e Evaluate awareness of government IP support
* Explore how libraries can aid IP management
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Methodology

* Quantitative cross-sectional survey
e Structured questionnaire (Google Forms)
e 43 healthcare startups in Thiruvananthapuram
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Patents and trademarks most utilized

Limited use of trade secrets and copyrights

Few startups have formal IP systems or conduct FTO
analyses

Limited knowledge and use of government schemes

No dedicated IP manager or legal enforcement
observed
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Key Recommendations

* Avoid early idea disclosure

 Conduct IP searches and mapping
* Define ownership clearly in contracts

e Budget for IP protection. Engage IP professionals for

guidance

LICENSING
AGREEMENT

[0 Add IP definition and keep it wide
E( Specify who owns intellectual property

1 Cover who/when/how long can access it

[ Add a clause about confidentiality
O

Outline the consequences of breaching
a contract

1 Be specific about indemnity clause
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Bridging the Gap

e Offer targeted IPR training

* Provide subsidized legal and filing support
e Strengthen incubator mentoring

e Standardize internal IP governance policies
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Role of Libraries

* Provide IP databases and patent tools
* Conduct IP awareness and training sessions
* Connect start-ups with domain experts

e Support innovation documentation and knowledge
management

e Act as innovation support centres fostering IP literacy

Choose the right patent search tool for your needs

® & VA

Legal-Grade Tools Innovator-Friendly Tools
Designed for patent Tailored for startups and
lawyers, complex and inventors, simple and
expensive affordable STA RTU P
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* Awareness exists but strategic and legal gaps remain

* Simplified processes, expert guidance, and training are
essential

e Libraries can empower startups to protect and leverage
innovation effectively
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