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ABSTRACT

Internet is a vauable information resource, but it aso contains lot of information, which is
incomplete, out-of-date, or inaccurate. Author consders the importance of dandards and
contents of sites on the World Wide Web, specificdly in Indian context, a field where scope,
coverage and vdidity of information is vitd for both academic and research community. An
attempt has been made to identify scope and policy for evauating Internet resources. The
criteria, which are to be teken into consderaion while evauating the Internet resources,
including authority, accesshility, arrangement, currency, response time, Sability, target
audience, accuracy, coverage, completeness and dyle are discussed. An effort has been made
to evauate and catalog few Newdetters and Databases, which are fredy available on the Web.
The evauaion of the qudity of informaion avalable on the Internet could require a large
amount of human effort.
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0. Introduction: cataloguing and the Internet Resour ces

Modern descriptive cataloguing theory and practice has developed over the past 150 years as
a means of organigng informeation for refrieva in libraries. Library cadogues typicdly
congg of a collection of hibliogrgphic records that describe published materids. But a
present, eectronic information is dso a pat of our library collection and needs to be
cadogued. There is a grest ded of vauable information avalable through the Internet and
these resources need to be organised for accesshility. Exiging library tecmiques and
procedures can be used dong with metadata standards for catadoguing eectronic resources,
which are fredy available on the Web. Some have cataloguing home pages or Web pages as a
firsd gep in providing access to dectronic resources. Some have catdoguing e-journds and
OPAC's. An effort has been made to evaduate and catalog few Newdetters and Databases,
which are fredy avallable on the Web. Internet resources to be catdoged should be sdected
as carefully as any other materia that is added to a collection.

The present paper is an atempt to define criteria and procedures to sdect quditative
resources on the Web.



1 Scope Policy
1.1  Objectivesand Audience

Objective: The main objective is to give access to a collection of high quality resources that
arefredy available on the Internet in the public domain.

Audience: Who is the intended audience for the identified source? The primary user group to
be serverd is the Indian Academic and Research community. The service ams to meet te
information needs of researchers, students and teachers in higher education.

1.2  Information Coverage

Subject Matter: Only information relevant to students, researchers, librarians and other user
communities is conddered. It ams to cover dl Indian academic disciplines based on the
collection profiles Thisindudes
?? Webdtes published by Indian Organizations
?? Webstes available from Indian Servers
?? Resourceswritten by Indian Authors
?? Resources written in Indian Languages
?? Websites and documents about the Indian culture and society in remote
?? sarvers

Acceptable Sources. Information from academic, government, commercid, trade and
indugry, nonprofit and private sources are dl acceptable provided they fdl under the
subject matter criteria

Leves of Difficulty: The content of the resources should be a a levd suitable for higher
research and education. Information should be scholarly rather than popular.
Types of Resources Resources should be fredy avalable on the Internet. Resources intended

for an individud should not be sdected. Resources that condst excdludvey of links to other
resources will not be sdected. Resources that give a very comprehensve overview of a

subject area and are well maintained are to be sdected. In this case, the added vdue is the
completeness of the coverage.

Level of Selection: Only separate "information entities" will be sdected
?? TheWebste of an organization
?? A document (article(s), book(s), OPAC(s), discusson fora, software's, ejournds
newd etters etc.,)
?? A secondary information resource (Bibliography, information gateway)

What an "information entity"” is not
Advertisements: Resources that condst for a condderable part of publicity materids, more
advertisements information will not be sdlected.

1.3  Geographical Coverage
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Restrictions. There are no geographica redraints. Firs preference is to cover the Indian
resources and later other resources will be covered outside India

Language: There are no regtraints in terms of Indian Languages.

1.4 Access

Technology: There are no redraints on sdection of resources that use advanced WWW
technology.

Registration: Resources, which reguire regigtration (without costs) will be selected.

1.5 Resource Descriptors

Metadata: The following Dublin Core dements are partidly used to describe the resource.

|Element: Title

[Definition: A name given to the resource.

|Element: Creator

[Definition: An entity primerily responsible for making the content of the resource.

|Element: Subject or Keywords

[Definition: The topic of the content of the resource.

|Element: Description

[Definition: An account of the content of the resource.

|Element: Publisher

[Definition: An entity respongible for making the resource available

|Element: Contributor

[Definition: An entity responsible for making contributions to the content of the resource.

|Element: Date

[Definition: A date associated with an event in the life cycle of the resource.

|Element: Type

[Definition: The nature or genre of the content of the resource.

|Element: Format

|Da‘i nition: The physical or digital manifestation of the resource.

|Element: I dentifier

[Definition: An unambiguous reference to the resource within a given context.

|Element: Source

|Definition: A Reference to aresource from which the present resource is derived.

|Element: Language

|Definition: |A language of the intellectual content of the resource.

|Element: Relation

|Da‘i nition: A reference to arelated resource.

|Element: Coverage

|Definition: || The extent or scope of the content of the resource.




[Elemert: Rights

[Definition: Information about rights held in and over the resource [12].

2 Selection Criteria

2.1  Evaluating Internet resour ces

Many of the methods used to evduate print sources, such as journd aticles and books, can
d gply to the evdudion of resources on the Internet. In addition, there are some
evadudion criteria that are unique to Internet resources. Before publishing, most books and
journd atides undergo a peer review process but anyone can publish anything on the
Internet. So information  often does not go  through traditiond qudity filters such as
publishers, editors or peer reviewers. Resources may not be what they appear to be or what

they say they are, as on the Internet, there is no guarantee that the resource is accurate or
honest. For this reason, it isimperative to criticaly evauate dl information before use.

Resources should be evauated based on three types of criteria

(@ The Information Content
(b) Theform in which the information is presented and
(c) The process that support/ guarantee Internet Access

2.2  Quality Criteria

The information content is a primary condderation when evduating Internet resources for
cadoguing. It ams to point to primary information and not just ligs of links Informetion
should be vdid, accurate and current. Content criteria concern the evauation of the
information that the resource contains.

Validity: The validity of a resource depends on how wel researched, well substantiated and
trustworthy the content of the resource is.

Accuracy: It is closdly rdaed to vdidity. The accuracy of the resource depends on how
accurate the information is.

Authority: The authority of the resource depends on the expertise, reputation and Steatus of
the author/producer. On the Internet, the origin of aresourceis not aways clearly sated.

Uniqueness: Uniqueness depends on the quantity of primary information that is contained in
the resource and is not avalable from other sources. On the Internet, a lot of resources
contain relatively little primary information, but conds manly of links to other, externd
resources, avalable from other servers, or tha reproduce information avalable esewhere. A
resource that provides informaion that is avalable nowhere dse (onling), is in mogt
important.

Substantive ness: The substantive ness of the resources is the quantity of information that is
actudly provided on the ste. On the Web, where information is hyper linked, it is not aways
clear where one resource ends and another begins. Many resources contain very little red
information.



Comprehensiveness: Comprehensveness means thet the information is provided in a farly
complete form. Ex: On the Web information is often provided that is not yet completed
("under condruction"), or that is only partly made avalable online and refers to printed or off
line versons for the complete resource.

Cover age: Depth and extent of the information.
2.3 Form Criteria
Form criteria concern the presentation and the structure of the information and the interface.

Navigation: It ams to point to resources tha are user-friendly. They should be essy to
navigete, provide adequate user-support and make appropriate use of technology.

Provision of user support: User support includes various fadlities to help end users answer
ther questions and solve any problems they may have. Usars may need support concerning
the content of the resource or the mode of access to the technology used.

Use of recognized dandards and technologies The use of technology and dandards is
preferred that gives users, access and dlow them to make use of al components of asite.

Internet dandards and technologies are continuoudy under devdopment and often influence
theleve of access for users who have various hardware and software at their disposdl.

2.4 Process Criteria

Process criteria refer to the processes and systems, which exist to support the information
resource. The system that is Stuated between the cregtion of the information by the author
and the access to the information by end users is determined by many parameters that may
influence the value of a resource for an end user. Internet information is voldile and likdy to
change over time. Resources may a any moment be changed, moved or deleted OId
resources or older versonswill not aways be archived.

Information Integrity: Information integrity refers to the dability of the content of the
resource over time. This depends on the author or the information provider.

Site Integrity: Ste integrity means guaranteed access over time. This is normaly the work
of the dte manager or the Webmagter. Sites may be moved or removed by those that are
responsible for making the resource available over the Internet.

System Integrity: System integrity has to do with the permanent accessihility of the Ste over
time - usudly the work of the sysems adminidrator. If a server is not permanently
accessible, this may influence the vaue of the resource, independent of the intringc vaue of
the information content.

3 Organizing Resour ces
Resources are planned to be organized in one or more ways, including:

?? By subject (e.g., sports can be broken up into soccer, cricket, etc.)
?? By format (e.g., malling lists, Web Sites, etc.).



?? By audience (eg., academic vs. generd users).
?? By chronology (for ahigtory guide).

?? By geography (for aguide to aregion).

?? By authors (for aliterature guide).

4 Practical |mplementation

Catdoguing of Internet Resources, defined as the cregtion of surrogete records, ae be used
to feclitate the identification, location, access, and use of resources (Levy, 1995). These
descriptions are usudly crested in accordance with certain standards (cataloguing rules and
metadata formats).

Apparently, it is a rdatively essy tak to evaluate Web resources available on the Web. Here
there is a list of Newdetters and Databases, which are fredy available on the Web. Define al
these databases and newdetters usng minimum metadata eements. All these Electronic
databases turn up as very handy tools for searching vast bibliographic deta within  shortest
time. There are very good number of such databases avalable free on the Internet today,
which can be accessed free of cost. Most of them mentioned here are  bibliographica
databases and some give linksto full text articles too.

Databases

Database: MEDLINE

Description:

It is a dadbase on internationd literature, produced by the Nationd Library of Medicine -

NLM, which gathers bibliographic references and summaries of more than 4000 hiomedica

journds published in the United States and in other 70 countries. There are gpproximately 11

million records on biomedicd literature sSnce 1966 which cover medicing, nurang,

odontology, veterinay and predinical sciences. Updating is done on a monthly bass

MEDLINE is divided into sections by date.

Coverage: 1966totill dae

URL: http:/Aww.bireme br/bvs/l/ibd.htm (WWWISIS)
http:/Avww.nchi.nim.nih.gov/PubMed/  (PubMed)

Database: LILACS-Latin American and Caribbean Health Sciences

Description:

Latin American and Caribbean Literature on the Hedth Sciences is a BIREME System's
cooperaive daabase which covers literaiure rdlated to the hedth sciences and has been
published in countries of the Region snce 1982. It contains aticles from about 670 of the
most well-known journds in the medicine fidd, reaching approximatdy more than 150,000
records and other documents, such as theses, chapters of theses, books, chapters of books,
congress and conference proceedings, technicd and scientific reports and governmenta
publications

Coverage: Not Avaldde

URL: http:/Amww.bireme. br/bvs/I/ibd.htm




Database: PubSCIENCE

Description:

PUbSCIENCE is a naturd evolution of OSTI tools and services dating from the late 1940s.
Until recently, the two mgor end tools for announcing OSTI's collection of journd
information have been Nudear Science Abdtracts (NSA) and the Energy Science and
Technology Database (EDB). Both these databases contain metadata -- offering citations and
abdracts and dating the avalability of documents for users who sought to obtain full-text
copies. NSA is an hgorica record of nudear research beginning with the Manhattan Project
and following throughout the life of the Atomic Energy Commisson. It contains internationd
nuclear science and technology references from the early 1940s through June 1976. With the
cregtion of the Energy Research and Development Adminigration and then the Department
of Energy (DOE) in the 1970s, the scope of the agency was broadened. EDB then supplanted
NSA to provide a comprehensve source of worldwide energy-rdaed information, both
nucdear and non-nuclear. It covered 1974 to the present and included information energy
sources, use and consarvetion, environmental  effects, waste processng and  disposd,
regulatory congderations, as wel as badc scientific sudies. The scope of NSA and EDB
mirrored the scope of the R&D program of the parent agency. Together these databases
offered more than 5 million records in energy science and technology. OSTI's newest tool,
Energy Citations Database (ECD) contains bibliographic records for erergy and energy-
related scientific and technica information from the DOE and its predecessor agencies from
1948 through the present.

Coverage: 1940stotill date

URL: http://pubsci.osti.gov/srchfrm.html

Newdletters

Subject: Library Science
Publisher: INFLIBNET
Title: INFLIBNET Newsletter

Description:

The objective of this newdetter is to create awareness about INFLIBNET and its activities. It
ds0 brings informetion on lates developments in Library and Information Science. Quarterly
publication and published 4 timesin ayesr.

K eywords: INFLIBNET Newsdletter, Information and Library Network Centre.
Periodicity: Quarterly

OnlineAvailability: 1998+

Format: html/printed

Country: India, Ahmedabad

Access Type: Online

URL : http:/Mmww.inflibnet.ac.in/newd etter/oldnewd etter.htm

Date; 2001-07-05 (YYYY-MM-DD)

Creator: Murdi

| SSN: 0971-9849



Subject: Technology, Intellectua Property rights, Forecasting

Publisher: Technology Information, Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC).

Titlee TIFAC News (Newdetter of Technology Information, Forecasting and Assessment
Coundl)

Description:

With a view to dissaminate information about the current projects and programmes of
TIFAC, a quarterly newdetter - 'TIFAC News is beng brought out on regular basis 0 as to
forge srong forward and backward linkeges between the academic, R&D labs and indudtriad
sectors respectively. It dso deds with the wide range of subjects on IPR (Intdlectud
Property rights), including wser-friendly explanation of different types of IPR issues.

Keywords: TIFAC News, Technology Information, Forecasting
Periodicity: Monthly

OnlineAvailability: February 1999+

Format: text/html

Country: India

Access Type: Online

URL : http://mwww.tifac.org.in/fnews/newlett.ntm

Date: 2001-07-01 (YYYY-MM-DD)

Creator: Murdi

5 Conclusion

Keep in mind how best to identify the qudity of an Internet resource in this voldile,
continudly changing environment. Prectical efforts have been made in this context to
evaduae quaity resources on the net and catdog them to serve primary user group of Indian
Research and Academic community. The Web is easy to use, both for finding information
and for publishing it dectronicdly. Because so much information is available on the Interndt,
and because that information can gppear to be farly “anonymous’, it is necessxy to develop
ills to evduae and cadog them. When usng a ressarch or academic library, scholars,
publishers and librarians have dready evduaed the books journds and other resources.
When you are using the World Wide Web, none of this gpplies.
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