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Abstract

Online communities of practice may use a specific tag on social bookmarking sites that enable

resources to be “advertised” within that community. Considered a better alternative to submitting

a website on blogs, manual social bookmarking is a simple, convenient and hassle free way of

making sure that our site is noticed and marketed in the right circle. Web 2.0 technologies will

promote and enable fundamental changes on intranets. Social software, such as blogs, wikis,

tagging systems and collaborative filters, treats the group as a first class object within the

system. The paper focus on to explore some of the important social tagging, social bookmarks,

and social network related tools and services.
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1. Introduction

Social Networking and Social Bookmarking is a great way to share our favorite links with the world!

Social Bookmarks provide more then back links they also can provide additional traffic to sites.

Social bookmarking sites are search engine friendly, and within seven days of submission links start

to appear in all major search engines. It suggests that this feature of social software can facilitate

an approach to learning that is qualitatively different from and capable of significantly augmenting

traditional methods, with especial benefits for lifelong learners.

2. Social Bookmarking

Social bookmarking is the practice of saving bookmarks to a public Web site and “tagging” them with

keywords. Bookmarking, on the other hand, is the practice of saving the address of a Web site they

wish to visit in the future on their computer. To create a collection of social bookmarks, register with

a social bookmarking site, which lets store bookmarks, add tags of choice, and designate individual

bookmarks as public or private. Some sites periodically verify that bookmarks still work, notifying

users when a URL no longer functions. Social bookmarking began in crude form in the late 1990’s.

It then fell out of favor online due to changes in the web. It came back in 2005 and has been getting

increasingly popular ever since.

Social bookmarking is a method for Internet users to organize, store, manage and search for

bookmarks of resources online. Unlike file sharing, the resources themselves aren’t shared, merely

bookmarks that reference them. Social tagging, which is also known as collaborative tagging, social

classification, and social indexing, allows ordinary users to assign keywords, or tags, to items. It

involves linking sites within the various forums, blogs and message boards on social networking
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websites, blog sites and content-centric sites are very useful to share our instant information to

other users/friends. [1]

Figure-1, Social Bookmarking in India

Social bookmarking is a user based online system in which individuals tag their favorite web content

and store it in one place, sharing it with others. The favourite content of person may also favourite

of another person then it will boost the website traffic.

3. Social Tagging

Social tagging websites have become very popular over the last few years because they give users

more social tools with which to manage their bookmarked sites. A folksonomy is a system of

classification derived from the practice and method of collaboratively creating and managing tags to

annotate and categorize content this practice is also known as collaborative tagging, social

classification, social indexing, and social tagging. [4]

Social tagging can be a useful tool for users.  Instead of individually saving the site in a variety of

folders, just type a few keywords called tags and their sites are organized automatically with sites

saved by other users, using those same keywords. All levels of user can benefit from social tagging.

 Potentially, it is another efficient tool both free and commercial user can use.

4. Web syndication

The term Really Simple Syndication (RSS) is often used to refer to web feeds or web syndication in

general, although not all feed formats are RSS.

A web feed is a data format used for providing users with frequently updated content. Content

distributors syndicate a web feed, thereby allowing users to subscribe to it. Making a collection of

web feeds accessible in one spot is known as aggregation, which is performed by an aggregator. A

web feed is also sometimes referred to as a syndicated feed. [8]
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Web syndication is a form of syndication in which website material is made available to multiple

other sites. Most commonly, web syndication refers to making web feeds available from a site in

order to provide other people with a summary of the website’s recently added content (for example,

the latest news or forum posts). The term can also be used to describe other kinds of licensing

website content so that other websites can use it. [9]

RSS is a family of web feed formats used to publish frequently updated works such as blog entries,

news headlines, audio, and video in a standardized format. An RSS document includes full or

summarized text, plus metadata such as publishing dates and authorship. Web feeds benefit publishers

by letting them syndicate content automatically. They benefit readers who want to subscribe to

timely updates from favored websites or to aggregate feeds from many sites into one place. RSS

feeds can be read using software called an “RSS reader”, “feed reader”, or “aggregator”, which can

be web-based, desktop-based, or mobile-device-based.[10]

Figure-2, Common web feed

Syndication benefits both the websites providing information and the websites displaying it. For the

receiving site, content syndication is an effective way of adding greater depth and immediacy of

information to its pages, making it more attractive to users. For the transmitting site, syndication

drives exposure across numerous online platforms. This generates new traffic for the transmitting

site making syndication a free and easy form of advertisement. Commercial web syndication can be

categorized in three ways:

1. by business models

2. by types of content

3. by methods for selecting distribution partners

5. Knowledge Tag

A knowledge tag is a type of meta information that describes or defines some aspect of an information

resource. Knowledge tags are more than traditional non hierarchical keywords or terms. They are a

type of metadata that captures knowledge in the form of descriptions, categorizations, classifications,

semantics, comments, notes, annotations, hyper data, hyperlinks, or references that are collected

in tag profiles. These tag profiles reference an information resource that resides in a distributed,

and often heterogeneous, storage repository.
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6. Semiotics of Social Networking

Social semiotics is thus the study of the social dimensions of meaning, and of the power of human

processes of signification and interpretation in shaping individuals and societies. Social semiotics

focuses on social meaning-making practices of all types, whether visual, verbal or aural in nature.

Social media gives humans an instant connection to communicate with others. Social media is “used

to describe the type of media that is based on conversation and interaction between people online.

Where media means digital words, sounds & pictures which are typically shared via the internet and

the value can be cultural, societal or even financial. One important way to explore this form of

communication as social networking is through semiotics.

7. Social Bookmarking Sites

There are two ways to use Social Bookmark sites

1) Use the free link code to get a button that links to a generic bookmark page

2) Create a premium account that allows to generate special code so that one can edit their website

and track its activity. By creating an account, the bookmark pages are fully customizable, and one

can even add their website logo!

Table -1,  Social Bookmarking Sites
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Adding social bookmark links to the blog or web site makes it easy for readers to save and share

their content. On can decide how many or how few bookmarking services to display on the blog and

the bookmark are free set it and forget it traffic generators for their website.

List of Social Book Marking and Social Tagging Sites

8. Conclusion

There are many ways that social software can fail to address the needs of learners. The list is no

doubt incomplete, but without adherence to each of these tools it is unlikely that social software will

be successful in self organizing for the benefit of learners. These tools are highly interconnected,
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each feeding from or informing one or more others and two in particular (connectivity and scale) are

more meta-principles than guidelines. Each bookmarking site has its own pros and cons, and it takes

meticulous planning and research before one can consider submitting his/her site content to a social

bookmarking service. From the most basic press release to more complex articles, all site content is

examined and then the appropriate site is determined for submission.

Social software in education offers great potential pedagogic and practical benefits, both through

the amplification and creation of social ties, and through allowing learners to choose whether to

control or be controlled in a learning transaction. This accounts to some extent for the enormous

popularity of social systems like Google and Wikipedia which may fast be becoming the dominant

learning tools of this first decade of the twenty-first century. Google and other major search engines

have decided to go content-centric; the more places they have their content, the more traffic we

generate. Social Bookmarking has recently developed into a powerful technique for search engine

optimization, gaining back links to their sites and developing their internet presence. But the problem

is bookmarking these many, many sites is a time consuming process.
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